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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-13, 18-23, and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Gorbet (U.S. Patent No. 5,941,714) 

Re claim 1 : Gorbet discloses an electronic game card comprising: 

a planar card having three or more sides (Fig.7, object 725; column 3, lines 35-36); 

controller means in the planar card (Title; column 4, lines 36-38); 

one or more communication means in the planar card and coupled to the controller 

means, wherein the communication means (Fig. 1: connectors, 130) further include 

means for allowing communications between adjacent cards when two cards are placed 

close to each other, with one side of each card opposite a side of the other card; 

user input means coupled to the controller means (column 2, lines 18-29; column 3, 

lines 1-3); and 

a code reader coupled to the controller means and configured to read a card code from 
a detachable cover card coupled of a surface of the planar card wherein lacking any 
clear distinguishing features the cover card is read onto a neighboring card that covers 



Application/Control Number: 10/526,219 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3714 

the card's side and contains a card code that is the cover card's height (Fig. 1; column 
4, lines 21-27; column 6, lines 50-67; column 7, lines 1-8; column 8, lines 42-65). 

Re claim 2: Gorbet discloses that the card is shaped so as to allow stacking cards in a 
bi-directional pattern (Fig. 6). 

Re claim 3: Gorbet discloses that the card is shaped as a planar triangle, square, 
pentagon, or hexagon (Fig. 6; column 2, lines 9-15). 

Re claim 5: Gorbet discloses that the user input means include push buttons, a key 
board, or keypad or a combination thereof (column 8, lines 37-41). 

Re claim 6: Gorbet discloses that the puzzle pieces includes a user output means 
(column 4, lines 39-46). 

Re claim 7: Gorbet discloses that the user output means include sound generating 
means (column 4, lines 39-46). 

Re claim 8: Gorbet discloses that the sound generating means includes a loudspeaker 
or a piezoelectric device (column 4, lines 39-46). 
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Re claim 9: Gorbet discloses that the user output means includes Light Emitting Diodes 
(LEDs), LED matrix or Liquid crystal Display (LCD) (column 4, lines 39-46). 

Re claim 10: Gorbet discloses an electronic card game (Abstract) comprising: 
a plurality of cards (column 3, lines 33-48) located on a bi-directional pattern adjacent to 
each other (Fig. 1), wherein each card includes a controller and one or more 
communication devices (column 4, lines 36-38), and wherein one of the cards is a 
master card (column 8, lines 28-36) operable to communicate with each card and to 
activate an output of each card according to rules of the games stored therein (column 
10, lines 23-27), and the rest of the cards are slave cards each having a personality 
code comprising of a height based on a card code of a cover card detachably coupled 
to each slave card (column 8, lines 42-67; column 9, lines 1-21) wherein each card is a 
cover card to the neighboring card. 

Re claim 1 1 : Gorbet discloses that each slave card comprises a generic base for 
receiving the card and means for reading the detachable thin cover card code (column 
2, lines 18-23). 

Re claim 12: Gorbet discloses that the detachable thin cover card has both a coded 
description wherein the coded description is the height, as well as a graphic description 
which is a picture vertically on top of the card (column 8, lines 42-67; column 9, lines 1- 
21; column 10, lines 3-18). 
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Re claim 13: Gorbet discloses that each slave is assigned a unique personality code 
wherein each card has a unique height (column 8, lines 42-67; column 9, lines 1-21). 

Re claim 18: Gorbet discloses that the master card further comprises a power source 
and interconnections to transfer power to the slave card (column 3, lines 6-10; column 
5, lines 47-50; column 8, lines 31-36). 

Re claim 19: Gorbet discloses that the master card further comprises connector to a 
personal computer (column 3, lines 19-22). 

Re claim 20: Gorbet discloses that the master card further comprises installable 
memory device (column 5, lines 59-67; column 6, lines 1-9). 

Re claim 21 : Gorbet discloses that the means for allowing communications between 
adjacent cards includes means for allowing power transfer between adjacent cards and 
means for allowing data transfer between adjacent cards (column 3, lines 6-10; column 
5, lines 30-36). 

Re claim 22: Gorbet discloses an electronic card game having a plurality of cards 
connected to a respective plurality of bases, the plurality of bases electrically connected 
to a master controller (column 8, lines 28-36), the method comprising: 
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supplying power from the master controller to each of the plurality of bases (column 8, 
lines 34-36); 

exchanging data between the master controller and each of the plurality of bases 
(column 8, lines 28-36); 

and reading an identification code on a surface of each of the plurality of cards wherein 
the identification code is a known height located on the processor on the surface of the 
card (Fig. 1; column 8, lines 42-65) with a corresponding identification reader on each of 
the respective plurality of bases (column 4, lines 21-27; column 6, lines 50-67; column 
7, lines 1-8). 

Re claim 23: Gorbet discloses receiving a user input at one of the plurality of bases, the 
base communicating the user input to the master controller; 

processing the user input at the master controller based on at least one rule stored at 
the master controller to determine a result (Gorbet: column 10, lines 3-23; column 1 1 , 
lines 36-43); and 

providing an indicator at least the one of the plurality of bases in response to the result 
in which the indicator is an emitted frog's call from the speaker (Gorbet: column 10, 
lines 3-23; column 11, lines 36-43). 

Re claim 25: Gorbet discloses that the receiving at the master controller identification 
data from the plurality of cards through the plurality of bases (column 3, lines 1-10; 
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column 8, lines 42-65; column 9, lines 11-15; column 11, lines 36-43; claim 28). 

Re claim 26: Gorbet discloses that the power is supplied directly from the master 
controller and at least one of the plurality of bases and power is supplied indirectly from 
the master controller and at least one of the plurality of bases (Gorbet: Fig. 6; column 3, 
lines 6-10; column 8, lines 31-36), and wherein data is exchanged directly between the 
master controller and the at least one of the plurality of bases (Gorbet: Fig. 6; column 3, 
lines 3-1 0; column 7, lines 62-65; column 8, lines 31 -34; claim 1 1 , lines 36-43) and data 
is exchanged indirectly between the master controller and the at least one of the 
plurality of bases (Gorbet: column 5, lines 3-8; column, lines 53-65; claim 22). 

Re claim 27: Gorbet discloses comprising processing the identification data from the 
card at the master controller (Gorbet: column 3, lines 1 -1 0; column 8, lines 42-65; 
column 9, lines 11-16; column 1 1 , lines 36-43; claim 28). 

1 . Claims 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gorbet in view of Stout (US PGPUB 2005/0093232). 

Re claim 28-31 : Gorbet in combination with Kompanik fails to disclose the limitations of 
claims 28-31 . However, Stout discloses that a button is attached to the card and the 
memory unit that allows sound and a visual to be outputted (0054). It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the puzzle piece of Gorbett with the button 
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actuation of multimedia components as taught by Stout for the purpose of adding 
excitement to the puzzle game and the puzzle piece itself. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 05/07/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The Applicant has amended the claim language of claims 1 and 10, 
however the newly amended claims are still anticipated by Gorbet, which discloses a 
code reader that includes the processor reading the height of a detachable cover card 
wherein the detachable cover card is a neighboring card that covers the side plane of 
the code reading card. Furthermore, Gorbet also has unique identifiers that include the 
height of the card. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to REGINALD A. RENWICK whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1913. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30AM- 
5:00PM, Alt Fridays, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dmitry Suhol/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3714 

/R. A. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



